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1.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  AR  525-24,  the  following  report 
is  submitted: 

SECTION  I 

S3PNIF KANT  ORGANIZATION  CR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES 


Battalion  included: 


I:  During  the  reporting  period  the  13th  Aviation 


(1)  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment  with  attached 
53d  Quartermaster  Detachment  end  13th  Security  Detachment. 

(2)  Company  101st  Aviation  Battalion  (AML)  with  attached 
167th  Transportation  Detachment  (Aircraft  Maintenance),  41st  Medical 
Dctachaarit,  277th  Signal  Detachment  (Avionics)  and  78th  /artillery  Detachment 
(Radar) . 

(3)  114th  Aviation  Company  (AML)  with  attached  544th  Trans¬ 
portation  Dotachmorrt  (aircraft  Maintenance),  96th  Signal  Detachment  (..vlonics) 
83d  Medical  Detachment  and  62d  Quartermaster  Detachmont  (POL). 

(4)  121st  Aviation  Company  (AML)  with  attached  80th  Trans¬ 
portation  Dotcchucnt  (aircraft  Maintenance) ,  257th  Signal  Detachment  (Avionics) 
5th  Quart ornast or  Dotachrunt  (POL)  and  69th  Infantry  Dotachrxnt  (Radar). 

#  <0 

(5)  Company  a,  5021  Aviation  Battalion  (Ai-IL)  with  attached 

,  150th  Transportation  Detachment  (aircraft  Maintenance)  and  28th  Signal 

*  a  «L.. 


Dot  achuent . 


(6)  221st  Aviation  Company  (SAL). 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  Period  Ending  30  April  1966 
(KCS  CSG  PO-28  (Rl) 

b.  SIGNIFIC.JJT  CH-lGES :  During  the  reporting  period  the  325th 
Signal  Dotachu-nt  (..vionics)  was  released  froa  attachment  to  the  221st 
.aviation  Coup  any  and  assigned  to  34th  Goncral  Sv.nport  Group  (AM&ft).  In 
April  1966  the  13th  .Aviation  Battalion  lost  to  EEROS,  52  officers  and 
warrant  officers  and  164  enlisted  aen.  This  loss  is  equal  to  tho  assets 
of  ono  air  mobile  company  and  was  caused  by  the  first  anniversary  date  of 
tho  departure  from  CONUS  of  Co  A,  101st  Aviation  Coupary.  An  infusion 
program  for  exchanging  officers  and  warrant  officers  with  the  1st  Cavalry 
division  resulted  in  a  transfer  of  nine  officers  and  warrant  officers  to  tho 
1st  Cav  and  receipt  fron  the  1st  Cav  of  39  officers  and  warrant  officers. 

This  in  effect  reduced  the  April  DEROS  hump  and  transfers  it  to  August,  which 
puts  the  13th  aviation  Battalion  in  competition  with  1st  Cav  for  aviation 
personnel  arriving  in  country  in  the  month  of  /August.  It  also  builds  the 
August  and  September  projected  aviator  losses  to  107  or  k5%  of  authorized 
helicopter  aviator  strength. 

c.  OPER/.TIOHAL  ,Jg)  .J)igNISTR,v.TIVE  ..VL.TIOH  SUPPORT . 

The  Delta  Aviation  Battalion  and  assigned  wits  c-.ntunued  to 
provide  operational  and  administrative  support  to  the  AHVN  IV  C  -.rps,  its 
subordinate  units,  and  ether  agencios  operating  in  the  IV  Corps  tactical 
zone.  Operational  and.  administrative  support  missions  include,  comond 
liaison,  outpost  resupply,  medical  evacuation,  airlanded  resupply,  radio 
relay  and  defoliation  escort  and  survey.  Statistics  generated  in  support 
of  those  missions  are  as  fellows: 


Jan 

Fob 

Har 

.Apr 

Total 

Hours  Flown*. 

10,178 

9,873 

10,939 

10,832 

41,822 

Sorties : 

20,435 

15,384 

18,901 

16,689 

71,409 

Passengers  1-bved: 

31,960 

42,891 

33,826 

30,107 

138,784 

Cargo  Tons  Moved: 

259 

497 

427 

318 

1,501 

Figures  include  performance  data  of  134th  Aviation  Company  (AH  FU)  under 
operational  control  of  13th  /Aviation  Battalion. 

d.  T.ACTIC.AL  AVI..TI0H  SUPPORT:  Tactical  support  was  rendered  to 
the  ARVN  IV  Corps,  its  subordinate  units,  and  special  forces  units  operating 
in  the  IV  C^rpc  tactical  zenc.  Such  support  during  this  period  included  air¬ 
landed  .Assault  missions,  eagle  flights,  reconnaissance,  surveillance,  leaflet 
clisse:.dnation,  armed  escort,  aorenodical  evacuation,  night  armed  surveillance, 
canal  curfew  enforcement  (lightning  Bug)  and  riot  control  agent  dispensing. 
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Statistics  generated  in  support  of  thoeo  uissions  aro  as  follows: 


Jan 

Fob 

Mar 

Apr 

Total 

Kelibomo  Assault  Missions 

24 

23 

22 

34 

103 

Hours  Flown 

5,390 

5,193 

4,202 

4,982 

19,767 

Sortie 8 

7,U0 

6,274 

12*250 

8,353 

33,987 

Troops  Mcvod 

Dan  Chi  199  28-30  Jan  1966. 

17,892 

16,784 

36,531 

17,201 

68,408 

Operation  Dan  Chi  199  was  initiatod  at  0600  hours  with  a  lift  of  two 
JWiVN  battalions  (842  troops)  28  January  1966  into  ar.  area  12  uiloe  south¬ 
west  of  Vi  Thanh.  43  helicopters  of  the  13th  Aviation  Battalion  supported 
the  21st  Division  search  and  destroy  operation  in  the  area  where  tho  VC  D-2 
Rcgincnt  had  boon  roportod  operating*  No  significant  contact  was  nado  tho 
first  day  of  tho  throe  day  operation,  hoover  one  amtu!  UHlB  was  hit  and 
ono  pilot  received  a  foot  wound.  During  tho  soareh  pha.Be,  significant 
storos  of  arcs  and.  aonunition  wero  found.  Throe  ARVN  soldiers  held 
prisoner  by  the  VC  sinoo  October  wore  rocovorod i  The  secont’.  aoy  of  tho 
operation  was  a  continuation  of  tho  search,  fhifihg  the  night,  a  VC 
battalion  counted  an  attack  against  tho  33rd  Rogiuunt,  which  was  repelled 
with  the  assistance  of  arnod  holicoptore  and  resultod  in  heavy  losses. 

21st  Division  troops  were  oxtractod  froQ  tho  area  on  30  January.  A  total 
of  830  troops  wore  oxtractod.  Results  wero  greater  than  any  previous  21st 
Division  operation.  108  VC  KIA  (68  KIA  clained  by  arnod.  helicopter)  and  11 
VC  capturod. 

Following  oquipuorrt  capturod: 

28  nachinc  guns 
74  rifles 
4  60un  nortars 
30  cosob  cf  grenades 

20  tons  of  snail  ams  .anno,  nines  end  assorted,  equipment 

1500  lbs  of  nodical  supplies 

1600  lb  caches  of  rice  (destroyed  in  place) 

Friendly  losses  wore: 

12  ,AIVN  KL  . 
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(RCS  CSG  P0-2S  (fil) 

Support  of  Special  Forces  Outmost  15  ^lpha  (Forward  Operating  Baso)  10-11  April 

1966. 

At  2307  hours,  9  April  1966,  Special  Forces  Outpost  15  Alpha  (FOB) 

/3  200825  come  under  attack  by  the  26lst  and  267th  Main  Force  Battalions. 
Special  Forces  Detachment  B-41  at  Mbc  Hoa,  requested  air  support  through 
?oh  Division  Headquarters.  At  2342  hours  an  AC47  "Spooky'*  aircraft  was  over 
the  outpost  dropping  flares  and  took  the  attacking  force  under  fire.  At 
C035  hours,  10  April,  the  first  flight  of  fighters  had  arrived  and  put 
in  several  strikes  around  the  outpost.  By  this  tine,  a  number  of  Viet  Cong 
*■  had  succeeded  in  penetrating  the  walls  of  the  outpost  itself.  B-41  Det¬ 
achnent  c:J  led  for  additional  air  support  and  7th  Division  recommended  an 
araod  platoon  be  sent  to  support  the  outpost.  At  0230  hours,  the  "Cobra" 

■.mod  Platoon  of  the  114th  Aviation  Conpany  was  scrambled.  The  "Cobras" 
departed  Vir.h  Long  with  two  heavy  fire  teams,  a  total  of  six  aircraft. 

,4*0310,  one  fire  tcan  arrived  at  15  ^lpha  end  immediately  engaged  the 
attacking  VC.  The  other  fire  team  proceeded  to  Moc  Hoa  to  refuel  and 
pick  up  ammunition  and  radios  being  flown  in  by  a  CV-2  aircraft  for 
outpost  resup- ALy.  At  0340  hours,  the  "resupply"  fire  tcan  departed 
Moc  Hoa  for  15  -lpha.  Uhilc  the  first  fire  teen  suppressed  enow  fires, 
the  other  attempted  to  lend  and  drop  off  the  load  of  supplies.  Heavy 
automatic  weapons  fire  was  received  less  than  100  ncters  from  the  out¬ 
post.  After  two  attempts,  the  fire  team  under  blackout  conditions,  man¬ 
aged  to  land  insido  the  outpost  and  delivered  the  badly  needed  supplies. 

The  two  fire  teams  then  joined  forces  and  disrupted  the  VC  attack.  The 
VC  commenced  a  withdrawal  to  the  northwest,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded 
behind.  Because  of  darkness,  the  helicopters  lost  contact  with  the  VC. 

Uhilc  one  fire  team  continued  to  search  for  the  VC,  the  other  fire  team 
began  evacuating  wounded  from  the  outpost  to  Moc  Hoa.  At  appro  xLna.toly  0645 
hours,  one  of  the  armed  air  craft  spotted  three  sampans  and  five  VC,  1500 
meters  northwest  of  the  out  pest  and  took  them  under  fire.  In  this  same 
area,  the  fire  team  discovered  numerous,  freshly  dug  foxholes  occupied  by^ 
from  two  to  three  men  each.  The  armed  platoon  immediately  took,  these  posi¬ 
tions  under  fire.  Mo  fire  was  returned  by  the  occupants  of  these  foxholes 
even  the  ugh  the  helicopters  were  hovering  directly  above  them.  From  0730 
until  1120  hours,  the  "Cobras"  kept  five  of  the  six  armed  aircraft  ovor  the 
area,  sending  a  single  aircraft  back  to  Mcc  Hoa  at  a  time  to  rearm  and 
refuel.  During  this  period,  a  column  of  VC  treops  150  meters  long,  in 
uniform,  wore  observed  walking  down  a  trail  in  single  file  toward  the  VO 
positions.  ,ui  aimed  aircraft  took  this  column  under  firo  and  disporsed 
them  after  several  firing  passes.  At  1115  hours,  two  armed  platoons  end 
tun  UH1D  aircraft  arrived  at  Hoc  Hoa  after  being  released  from  a  9t-h 
I  Division  operation.  Tho  two  armed  platoons  rolieved  the  "Cobras"  and 
continued  to  attack  the  VC  positions. 
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At  1145  hours,  the  ten  UK  ID  aircraft,  escorted  ty  the  arnod  platoons, 
lifted  two  companies  of  -JiVN  and.  CIDG  troo.e  into  two  landing  zonos  just 
west  of  the  VC  positions .  One  "Cobra"  aircraft  was  shot  down  on  the  first 
lift,  its  crew  and  oquiptent  boiny  evacuated  imodiatcly.  A  CH47  later 
ovacuatod  the  dev.Ti.ed  aircraft.  On  tho  socond  lift,  a  "Vikinc"  aircraft 
rocoivod  19  hits.  It's  cr-w  chief  was  wound  o’. .  Such  heavy  fire  was  ro- 
coivod  fron  the  objective  area  that  tho  AilVN  and  CIDG  conpanies  could  not 
neunt  an  attack.  The  arood  platoons  continued  to  strike  tho  area  tho  re- 
usindor  of  the  day.  .lir  strikes  called  in  to  the  north  of  the  objective 
caused,  socendary  oxplosionfl.  At  1800  hours  tho  ARVN  and  CIDG  companies 
were  extracted,.  All  aircraft  woro  released  upon  oonpletion  of  the  cac¬ 
ti- action.  At  1005  hours,  11  ,.pril,  intollicor.ee  reports  rocoived  at  7th 
Division  indicatod  that  a  number  of  VC  had  returned  to  tho  area  to  carry 
off  tho  dead  they  woro  forced  to  leave  behind  tho  previous  day.  .t  1025 
hours,  one  C4C  aircraft  from  See  Trane,  .“in  amed  platoon  an-1  ton  UH1D  air¬ 
craft  from  a  9th  Division  operation,  wore  sent  to  Hoc  Hoa  for  a  quick  re¬ 
action  lift.  275  AIIVN  and  CIDG  troops  woro  a^ain  lifted  into  the  operational 
area.  No  contact  was  undo  with  the  VC,  Howovor,  23  additional  VC  bodies 
Woro  discovered.  At  1830  hours,  th.  /JIVN  and  CIDG  troo;s  wore  extracted 
hnd  ell  aircraft  woro  rd-ajed. 

Final,  results  of  the  operations 

a.  Enciry : 

191  VC  SBA  (140  ef  thoeo  killed  by  aracd  hclioo  iter). 

19  sampans  sunk  (all  by  araed  helicopters) 

100  (cat)  VC  WIA 

b.  Friondly: 

1  US  KL  i 

2  US  \fIA 

22  .AIVN  and  CIDG  KIA 

18  iJiVN  an:1.  CIDG  ULl 

14  AIlVK  and  CIDG  ML. 

1  armed  helicopter  shot  down  duo  to  ground  fire  (la.ter  recovered). 

9  other  helicoptors  rocoivod  hits 

3  troop  carriers 

6  aiuod  helicopters 
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^  12  Iky  1966 
Orcration.il  deport  on  lessons  learned  Period  Ending  30  Anril  1966 
(liCS  CSG  PO-28  (III) 


Dan  Chi  219C  23-24  April  1966. 


Dan  Chi  219C,  the  fifth  day  of  a  21st  Infantry  Division  five  day 
operation,  was  sup  orted  by  35  lift  helicopters  plus  three  ameci  platoons 
s  of  the  13th  i.viaticn  Battalion.  One  battalion  was  helilifted  into  the  oper- 
ar-)  or.al  area.  Three  other  battalions  were  lane’. od  by  river  assault  boats 
in  an  attempt  to  squeeze  an  estimated  reinforced  battalion  against  a  river, 
/.rued  ships  supported  throughout  the  day  and  provided  parcitularly  effective 
f.'L.-'j  support.  When  the  VC  had  been  compressed  sufficiently  that  the  ground 
troops  could  no  longer  advance,  a  locally  fabricated  CS  grenade  dispenser 
-ji.  r.  CHID  was  employed  at  treetop  level  in  four  target  passes.  This  is  tho 
eri';7  recent  use  of  gas  in  tho  Delta,  but  had  limited  success  because  the 
‘f'.-y'-  Divisions  troops  were  slow  to  follow  up  the  gas  attack,  although  the 
dire  was  silent  for  at  least  a  half  hour.  Essential  resupply  was  com¬ 
pleted  after  dark,  evacuation  of  casualties  was  hindered  by  heavy  VC  sniper 
lire  in  tho  vicinity  of  pick-up  sites.  That  night,  "Lightning  Bug"  was  flown 
by  armed  platoons  which  had  fought  all  dey  to  reduce  enemy  exfiltration  of 
the  area,  A  heavy  concentration  of  tactical  air  was  applied  throughout  the 
night  which  undoubtedly  complicated  the  VC  evacuation  of  the  area. 


A  search  of  the  area  on  23  and  24  April  revealed  42  dead  VC.  Six 
were  captured  and  an  estimated  230  wore  killed,  of  which  150  were  credited 
by  AEVN  to  armed  helicopters.  Subsequent  intelligence  has  indicated  that 
the  kill  is  an  estimated  two  battalions  and  a  regiment  al  headquarters  and 
nay  reach  400.  Ai£VlJ  losses  were  28  KIA,  134  WIA.  All  wounded  were  evac¬ 
uated  by  helicopter  and  CV-2*  12  weapons  and  two  radio’s  were  captured. 

Seven  aircraft  wore  hit  by  enemy  fire  and  six  crew  members  wore  wounded, 
none  seriously. 

c ,  TitCT  ICS . 


During  this  reporting  period,  tho  13th  Aviation  Battalion  has 
been  part  of  an  aggressive  campaign  on  the  part  of  IV  Corps  to  seek  out  the 
VC  and  keep  him  off  balance.  Operations  have  been  conducted  on  a  scale 
not  approached  before.  Four  hundred  man  lifts  supported  by  four  armed 
•platoons  operate  over  throe  and  four  dry  periods  in  areas  once  considered 
untenable  by  AiiVN.  The  confidence  AHVN'  has  gained  extends  into  use  of 
supporting  weapons .  It  is  now  commonplace  for  lifts  to  bo  conducted  in 
close  proximity  to  controlled  20mm  strafing  runs  by  US AF.  Armed  ship 
suport  tactics  have  developed  to  the  point  that  th<.;  ground  commanders 
have  gained  confidence  in  using  the  armed  helicopter  as  his  closest  su> 
porting  weapon,  On  all  ground  assaults,  an  armed  platoon  provides  close- 
in  supporting  fires  alleging  tho  infantry  to  maneuver. 
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Encoded  troops  depend  on  helicopter  f  ires  anti  roquast  thou  normally. 

During  tho  reporting  period,  two  now  weapons  system  have  boon  cn- 
ployocl  by  the  Delta  Battalion,  In  oorly  April,  tho  ,'AiVE  divisions  began 
vo  shov/  an  interest  in  tho  use  of  CS  Uiot  Control  Agorfc  in  an  effort  to 
dialed  ,o  VC  out  of  due  in  positions.  Delta  Battalion  rospondod  by  pro¬ 
viding  two  typos  of  dispensing  oquipivontj  an  issued  syston  which  utilizos 
tho  X10  rockot  launchor  adapted  for  CS  gronado  delivery.  The  delivery 
systou  ;rovod  to  bo  vjiy  offoctivo  once  tho  proper  timin'  sequence  was 
found.  In  tost,  oxcellant  coverage  100  X  400  uotors  was  achieved,  but 
this  systou  reduces  tho  amod  ship  strength  available  for  operations. 

Tho  socond  dolivoiy  moans  is  a  locally  manufactured  system  utilizing 
2,75  rocket  shipping  tubos  vertically  uo unted  on  UH1D  with  a  spring 
loaded  trap  door  roloasc  systou. 

To  dato  only  the  hone  undo  dcvico  has  bean  used  against  the  VC. 

Coverage  was  rood  but  ground  troops  did  not  exploit  tho  gas  by  attacking 
and  lost  tho  advmtace  of  CS  agent  effects.  Dolt  La  Battalion  continues  to 
expand  and  improve  on  its  gas  dispensing  capability  in  an  attempt  to  avoir! 
tying  up  armed  or  troop  carrier  aircraft  permanently. 

Into  in  ..pril,  13th  Aviation  Battalion  received  one  of  two  XM31  2Ctan 
gun  aystecB  in  country,  for  a  30  day  test.  Already  the  system  has  bean 
tested  in  combat  with  excellent  results,  Uo  functional  difficulties  have 
boon  encountered.  The  range  of  tho  20m  weapon  gives  the  armed  helicopter 
a  weapon  with  auf f  iciont  roach  to  engage  tho  increasing  number  cf  Cal  .  50 
machine  guns  used  by  tho  VC  against  ho lico inters. 

f ,  stnv?.TTJ./^»nR«  During  March  and  April,  a  test  was  conducted  of 
.dr  Force  operational  ocntrcl  of  .‘any  01  *s,  The  tost  was  to  detcruino  if 
consolidation  would  load  to  better  utilization  thus  reducing  stated  require¬ 
ments  for  uoro  aircraft.  Tho  test  was  cunductoc!  in  tho  IV  Corps  tactical 
Zuno  combining  tho  assets  of  tho  221st  .'.viation  Colony  (SAL)  ond  the  22d 
Tactical  Air  Support  Squadron.  CO  221st  Aviation  Company  was  appointed 
deputy  teat  director  under  a  test  director  appointed  by  7th  ..ir  Force. 

At  tho  conclusion  of  tho  test,  results  wero  briofed  to  CCMUS11.CV  with 
the  following  findings  and  resulting  action: 

(l)  Consolidation  under  USjlF  control  did  not  improve  util¬ 
ization.  Utilization  actually  fell  off.  Ground  advisors  folt  that  respon- 
sivonoss  also  was  decreased  during  thk,  tost  poriod  as  a  result  of  US..F 
*  imposed  priorities  and  reaction  to  requirements , 
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AV/W-CC  12  May  1966 

SUBJECT :  Operational  iteoort  on  Lessons  Learned  Period  Ending  30  April  1966 
(IIGS  CSG  F0-2S*  (lil) 

(2)  General  Westmoreland  directed  that  each  service  would 
&  maintain  control  over  it's  own  01  aircraft  and  that  cross-training  of 
FAC  and  Army  01  aviators  would  bo  accomplished  to  allow  cross-servicing 
of  aircraft  and  missions,  Amy  01  pilots  now  nay  idcitify  and  mark 
oargots  for  fighter  strikes  where  a  USAF  FAC  is  not  available.  Army 
pi ’lots  are  being  schooled  in  this  by  US.AE. 


g,  VC  ACTIVITY  t  VC  activity  in  IV  Corps  has  been  characterized 
a."  a  trend  back  to  Phase  II  of  insurgency.  In  only  three  cases  have  the 

came  out  in  battalion  strength  and  on  two  of  those  occasions,  ho  was 
ear  aged  and  defeated  by  combined  AitVN,  and  armed  helicopter  e.ction.  For 
i-.  st  time  VC  units  were  soon  to  break  and  run,  with  loss  of  control 
A-'  leaders.  There  has  boen  a  reduction  in  VC  initiated  attacks  and  am¬ 
bushes  with  an  incroaso  in  lowor  phase  insurgency  activity  (Harassment,  . 
road  sabotage  and  mining,  kidnapping,  assination,  propaganda  incidents 
and  demonstrations).  Acts  of  terrorist  have  replaced  large  unit  opcro.tions , 

h.  TRAINING:  During;  the  reporting  period,  all  helicopter  events 
wore  trained  in  the  techniques  of  fligiht  with  the  protective  mask  in  order 
to  exploit  with  imediatc  airlanded  fdrccs,  friendly  use  of  riot  control 
agents. 


In  ..pril,  fourteen  crews  cf  the  25th  Division  Aviation  Battalion 
were  placed  TDY  with  the  13th  Aviation  Battalion  for  training  in  combat 
operations.  Four  troop  carrier  and  IQ  armed  crews  wore  integrated  into 
the  daily  operations  of  13th  Battaliori  units  and  completed  their  oper¬ 
ational  training  on  a  five  day  combat  .operation. 


In  response  to  COLUSMACV  rcquironbnts,  IV  Corps  and  13th  Aviation 
Bat t. -.lion,  joinely,  have  constituted  an  Immediate  Reaction  Force  (L1F) 
capable  of  rapid  reaction  to  VC  activity,  at  night,  anywhere  in  the  IV 
Corps  tactical  zone.  This  is  in  addition  to  normal  daytime  reaction 
provided  by  recall  cf  airlift.  The  avia.tion  port  ion  of  tho  HiF  ha.s  been 
tested  far  reaction  capability  and  found  to  be  capable  of  providing 
troop  carrier  and  armed  helicopter  support  cf  ground  forces  well  within 
the  planned  reaction  time  of  15  minutes. 


8 


..V.Jj-CG  12  May  1966 

•SUBJ2#GT :  Operational  iwp  rt  on  lessons  Learned  Poriocl  Endirij  30  .aril  1966 
CM  PO-28  Ul) 

SECTION  II 

iHaSOM^lOATlOMS  .JO  JjgSSONS  IE.IBHSD 


a,  HSISONtLiL:  uecoaaond: 

(1)  That  thu  aviator  infusion  jrocran  bo  discontinued, 
dividual  roplacoxnts  roceivad  with  ninety  days  to  DEEDS  only  assist  the 
.1-  b  a  stop  yap  noasuro.  Processirv'  are!  «tandardization  result  in 

. ",  id.:.a.toly  aovon  d:ys  non-pro duetivo  tiiic  which  will  bo  clu'licatod  in 
ir.  V  '.\vs  by  those  individual1#  roplaeanontfl ,  It  would  sear.;  a  r.<crc 
a  i;.: leal  use  of  inn  pa. or  to  roplaco  DETvCB  poroonnol  with  newly  arrived 
ai-country  personnel. 

(2)  That  imodiato  action  bo  takon  to  ory-nizo  and  doiloy 
installation  operatine  deta.chnonts,  staffod  by  n  on-avia  lion  r  tod  officers. 
Tho  13th  aviation  Battalion  operates  throe  mjor  installations,  all  cf 
which  roquiro  a  full  tiuo  Installation  Coorc’lnator  plus  ,-n  additional  throo 
officers  per  inst.-lla.t ion  in  a  part  tino  basis,  dll  of  those  officers  core 
out  of  th..  airuobilc  company  aviator  strength  and  docronso  th~  cock-pit  'popu¬ 
lation  of  those  airuobilo  coiipanios,  Tho  0; -oration  of  an  installation 
sup:«rtin .  upwards  of  1000  officers  and  onlistod  non  is  not  a  part  tine 
duty,  nor  can  the  unit6  afford  to  docrooso  oven  part  tine,  the  already 
short  aviator  strenfth. 

b.  LCGIi-TICb :  l,ccoie.jond{ 

(1)  That  tho  IV  Corps  area,  bo  ^iven  a  hasher  priority  on  uovo- 
nont  of  supplies  by  South  East  -.eia  .Irlift  (8th  -.orial  Port).  The  avora.-c 
back  lop  of  torn  ape  in  Vuny  Tau  for  tho  Do  It  a  ovor  tho  past  90  days  is  50 
tons.  13th  ..vl'.tion  Battalion  ha#  found  it  necessary  to  establish  a  liaison 
office  at  Vuny  Tau  to  coordinate  and  oxpedito  noveaent  of  supplies  to  the 
Delta,  burin '  the  -jonths  of  March  and  -  ril,  95  tons  of  supplies  wore  noved 
by  oryanio  .jety-  aircraft  into  tho  IV  Caras  arc  a. 

(2)  That  bulk  JP4  fuel  stcr.v-u  facilities  in  the  IV  Corps 
tactical  zone  bo  expand  od  to  inclwlo  Vi  Thanh  -Irfiold  located  in  Chun;' 

T'hion  Sector.  Forty  porconb  of  tho  ua.jor  rirnobilo  op-r-vtions  in  the 
alt  a  are  staged  froa  Vi  Thmh,  This  airfield  is  capable  of  1  red in- 
in  y  the  C-130  alrcr  ft  and  if  bulk  fuel  ator  a  o  are',  transfer  equiarxnt 
.Is  provided,  will  bo  capable  of  receivin;  fuel  direct  fr  a  the  C-130 

'js  has  boon  done  at  See  Tran?;, 
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AV.l.-iXi  12  May  1966 

bUiifijCT:  Op/erationa.l  depart  on  Los sons  Learned  Period  Ending •  30  .^ril  1966 
(i;CS  C3G  P0-2S  (Ml) 


c,  CMG.iilZ.  JI01  j,ii)  TiuJNIirr:  lloco:.i.iond  that  a  company  size  sec¬ 
urity  unit  bo  as  si  nod  to  13th  aviation  Battalion.  This  company  should  have 
it's  own  cor.rr.nd  "nd  cental  structure  and  only  be  be  undent  on  the  aviation 
battalion  for  administration  of  personnel  records  as  are  the  airmobile  cor.v- 
panios.  The  ^r-.scnt  security  detachment  docs  not  have  the  necessary  per- 

vnnol  to  adequ'-tcly  -.rovido  twonty  four  hour  protection  of  critical  areas 
ex  three  airfields,  nor  does  it  provide  the  necessary  officer  and  non-corn 
fissioned  officer  personnel  to  train  and  supervise  these  personnel.  A  ITTOS 
■,-a  1  son  submitted  by  12th  Aviation  Group  to  standardize  its  assiano aviation 
'  '..a  lions  but  does  not  include  the  security  detachment . 

d .  IEbbOtfc  LliafflD; 

(l)  Affect  uf  dust  on  UH-1  hclior.pt  or  erm  ines. 

(a)  Discussion:  Burin  this  past  quarter,  an  airmobile 
company  of  the  13th  ..viaticn  Battalion  ha;',  an  unfortunate  experience  at  a 
particularly  sandy  st'-.efielr.  durinp  an  operation.  At  the  conclusion  <y£ 
the  operation,  seven  UHlD  he  lice '.'tors  required  on;  inc  chan- os  due  to  the 
amount  of  sand  taken  in.  There  arc  positive  stops  that  can  be  taken  to 
prevent  reeccurrance  of  similar  incidents. 


1.  whenever  possible,  wet  down  sandy  areas  with  water 

trucks. 

2.  3po.ee  aircraft  on  approach  sc  as  to  .■J.l.ov:  ‘.ust 
to  settle  before  next  aircraft  lands. 


2.  Minimize  hoverinp  in  dusty  areas. 

4.  Maku  :.p-  roaches  to  ; -round. 

j>.  Use  enpino  intake  filters  if  available. 

(b)  Observation:  ..It  ho  up  h  this  condition  exists  primar- 
ily  duiinr  th.  dry  season,  the  preventive  measures  su  rested  above  can  be 
equally  applied  to  operations  in  loose  pravcl,  straw  nr',  other  ferei  n 
objects. 

(2)  Kipht  .drfiold.  Security  (flare)  Missions. 

(a)  Discus s icn:  Mortar  attacks  on  installations  of  the 
13th  ..via.tion  Battalion,  proved  the  advisability  c-f  randomly  selectin  '  time 
schedules  and  flipht  routes  for  flare  drcp">in.;  aircraft. 
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AViif- CC  12  May  1966 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Itoport  on  Lessons  Lcarnod  Period  Ending  30  -'ill  1966 
•  (l.CS  CSG  PO-28  (ML) 


Tho  establishment  of  a  aot  tire  pattorn  or  routine  on  flare  missions  pro¬ 
vides  tho  VC  with  on  opportunity  of  solectinc  a  tine  when  an  installation 
is  most  vulnorablo  to  attack.  Sane  rooome relations  tire: 


1,  Coordinato  tines  between  units  flyinp  the  flare 
missions  to  insUro  no  excessive  caps  or  overlaps  in  tine. 


jg.  Vary  time  schedule  between  2100  hours  and  0300 

hours , 

2*  Avoid  flyinc  a  fixed  pattern  over  installation, 
i.e,,  circles,  flcuro  "t"s  etc,,  vary  flight . 


4,  Concentrate  majority  of  observation  on  likely 
avenuos  of  approach  of  VC  and  likoly  nortar  positions. 


(i)  Observation;  All  aviation  units  located  at  instal¬ 
lations  where  they  ere  required  to  provide  all  or  a  portion  of  their  air¬ 
field  defonsive  security  measures,  should  bo  advised  of  these  su  p estions 
loomed  through  experience. 


(3)  Amy  aviation  loses  it's  responsiveness  when  forced  to 
operato  under  fixed  priorities, 

(a)  Pis cub si on:  Durinc  a  recent  01  test,  conducted  by 
tho  U&  .ary  mid  16  .'dr  Force,  fixed  mission  pricritios  were  established  and 
in  most  eases  ri/pidly  adhered  to.  Situations  aroso  where  aircraft  could 
not  be  ro loosed  to  perform  a  mission  deetied  essential  by  ground  elements 
until  a  higher  priority  mission  was  completed,  .ny  priority  system  estab¬ 
lished  must  bo  flexiblo  and  capable  of  meeting;  roquiran exits  of  the  raaddly 
chancing:  tactical  situations  characteristic  of  counterinsurgency  operations 


hillliw:  mpox  Jd. 


It  Colonol,  Agpor 
JBfoObarrlinC 


MACV-IVC-3  (12  May  1966)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  Period  Ending  30  April  1966 
(RC5  CSG  PO-28  (Rl) 

Headquarters,  Senior  Advisor  IV  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96215 

TOi  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the  Army, 

’.ia  suing  ton,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  Forwarded, 

2,  The  13th  Aviation  Battalion  has  continued  to  be  the  single  most  in¬ 
fluencing  factor  in  carrying  the  war  to  the  Viet  Cong  in  the  IV  Corps  area.  The 
helicopter  troop  transportation  capability  has  added  depth  to  combat  and  has 
allowed  ARVM  commanders  to  operate  in  areas  formerly  prohibited  by  lack  of  mo¬ 
bility,  The  organic  armed  platoons  have  added  a  tremendous  fire  power  in  support 
of  AHVN  operations  as  well  as  an  additional  security  element  in  troop  movement, 
resupply  and  medical  evacuation.  The  light  aircraft  company  has  given  the  IV 
Corps  a  meaningful  surveillance  program  and  has  materially  assisted  in  the  in¬ 
terdiction  campaign  against  the  enemy.  The  CV-2  "Caribou"  company  has  provided 
the  IV  Corps  with  a  vital  logistical  system  and  provided  far  flexibility  in 
operational  troop  lift, 

FOR  THE  SENIOR  ADVISOR: 


"C.D.  KOLACHNY 
Captain,  AGC  , 
Admin  Officer 


KAG7-IVC-3  (12  Hay  1966)  1st  Ini 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  Period  Ending  30  April  1966 
(RCS  CSG  PO-28  (Rl) 

Headquarters,  Senior  Advisor  IV  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96215 

TO*  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D,  C»  20310 

1,  Forwarded, 

2,  The  33th  Aviation  Battalion  has  continued  to  be  the  single  most  in¬ 
fluencing  factor  in  carrying  the  war  to  the  Viet  Cong  in  the  IV  Corps  area.  The 
helicopter  troop  transportation  capability  has  added  depth  to  combat  and  has 
allowed  ARVN  commanders  to  operate  in  areas  formerly  prohibited  by  lack  of  mo¬ 
bility*  The  organic  armed  platoons  have  added  a  tremendous  fire  power  in  support 
of  ARVN  operations  as  well  as  an  additional  security  element  in  troop  movement, 
resupply  and  medical  evacuation.  The  light  aircraft  company  has  given  the  IV 
Corps  a  meaningful  surveillance  program  and  has  materially  assisted  in  the  in¬ 
terdiction  campaign  against  the  onamy.  The  CV-2  "Caribou"  company  has  provided 
the  IV  Corps  with  a  vital  logistical  system  and  provided  for  flexibility  in 
operational  troop  lift. 

FOR  THE  SENIOR  ADVISOR: 


C.D.  KOLACKNT 
Captain,  AGC 
Admin  Officer 


AVC-DH  (12  May  66)  5th  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  Period  Ending  30  April  1966 
(RCS  CSGPO-28  (Rl)) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARM!,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96307  ,12  JUL  196b 

THRUi  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-MH, 

APO  96558 

TO;  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C,  20310 

1,  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  13th  Aviation  Battalion's  Opera¬ 
tional  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  as  indorsed, 

2,  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  bj 

a.  MACV  Directive  55-ii  prescribes  the  priority  system  within  R7N. 

No  provisions  have  been  made  to  establish  priorities  for  a  given  area,  Pri- 
orties  are  determined  by  unit  and  type  of  cargo.  Effect  on  immediate  combat 
operations  is  the  basic  consideration.  Establishment  of  priorities  by  geo¬ 
graphical  areas  could  result  in  low  priority  cargo  being  shipped  before  high 
priority  cargo. 

b.  The  Vi  Thanh  Airfield  is  one  of  sixteen  locations  under  study  in 
the  Delta  at  this  time.  Message  this  headquarters,  AVD-PO  requested  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  IV  Corps  Senior  Advisor  about  the  airfield.  A  meeting  is  sche¬ 
duled  at  this  headquarters  on  11  July  to  consider  prestock  points. 

c.  Tentative  plans  call  for  the  1st  Logistical  Command  to  take  over 
major  POL  points  in  the  Delta  as  equipment  and  personnel  become  available. 

Vi  Thanh  is  one  of  these  points.  The  1st  Logistical  Command  is  expected  to 
assume  responsibility  for  these  points  during  the  fall  of  1966.  Bulk  collap¬ 
sible  tankage  is  in  short  supply  and  is  presently  used  to  meet  higher  priori¬ 
ties. 


POP.  THE  COMMANDER! 


I'tu 


<JU£  OlTXvbJ 

JAMES  R.  PERR^CT  >4<Sc 

M  .j-...  a  ;c 
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GPOP-MH  (12  May  66)  6th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  Period  Ending  30  April  1966 
(RCS  CSGPO-28  (Rl)) 

B},  U.S.  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  J1Q  AUG  1966 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  o‘  the  Army, 
Washington  D.C.  20310 

1.  The  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  of  the  13th  Aviation 
Battalion  for  the  period  1  January  -  30  April  1966  is  forwarded  herewith. 

2.  In  general.,  this  headquarters  concurs  with  the  basic  ORLL  as 
modified  by  the  previous  indorsements .  The  following  additional  comments 
are  supplied: 

a.  Section  H,  paragraphs  a(2)  and  c.  At  DA  direction,  USARV  is 
presently  engaged  in  a  study  to  determine  minimum  base  camp  support  stand¬ 
ards.  These  standards  will  be  employed  to  structure  base  camp  support 
units  that  will  alleviate  the  administrative  and  logistical  problems  of 
tactical  units. 

b.  Section  H,  paragraph  b(2)  and  paragraph  2,  1st  Aviation 
Brigade  3d  Indorsement.  Twenty-six  mini -port  systems  were  shipped  to  the 
RVN  with  an  ETA  of  early  August.  One  of  these  systems  could  alleviate  the 
fuel  handling  problems  of  the  13th  Aviation  Battalion. 

c.  Section  II,  paragraphs  d(l)(a)  and  (b).  The  dust  problem  has 
been  referred  to  DA  for  developmental  effort,  and  various  items  are  cur¬ 
rently  being  introduced  into  the  RVN  on  an  experimental,  test  basis.  These 
include  dust  inhibitors,  soil  stabilizers,  and  flexible  ground  covers.  The 
Bell  Helicopter  Company,  for  example,  has  submitted  experimental  filters 
for  military  test  and  evaluation,  and  these  should  be  available  in  the  near 
future.  It  is  recognized  that  the  preventive  measures  outlined  in  the  cited 
paragraphs  are  inadequate,  but  they  constitute  the  only  known  solutions  at 
this  time. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF : 


Copy  furn: 

CG  USARV,  Attn:  AVC-DH 


Capt,  AGC 
iSSt  AO 


